Michas! Dudu ot work on the
uu.g.;.hd farm o Hermamus

Hermanus business is combating
dwindling perlemoen numbers

Han Maditia
STAFF REPORTER

mumhmwmﬂ
in ouif seas, but in Hermianus it is farmed
o Jamad.

The Cagpe Argus witneessed the process
during a visit to Abagold - one of three
ahalone farms in the town - as partof a
delegmtion attersding the first aquaculture
conference hosted in Afirica

The conference, hosted by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries and aftended by delegates from
&1 countries, ended on Friday

Chiristio du Plessiz, managing director
athlngnltL whiich has besn in operation
since 1995, sadd the farm was jointly

THE ADVANTAGE
OF FARMING
ABALONE WAS
THAT THE
PROCESS USED
NO CHEMICALS

managed by the of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries and the
Department of Public Works.

The ababone is brod in 32 000 baskets |

and there are about seven million of
them on the firm. The male and female
are kept in separate baskets where they
produce sperm and eoggs. The egg and
sperm s then brought wgether and the
resulting larvae are M’E:Hiﬂn bags lmed
with algae, which they

From mght months, the ahalome start
to eat seweed, winich is also prown on the
farm, and are kept untl they are five
vears old, when they are processed and
canned and exported to the Far East

D Plessis said they do not take any
ahalone ﬁﬂmth&m"’ﬂ:lrmhrthing:m |
borrow from the sea is water, which is
pumped back into the sea”

He zaid the advantage of farming
shalone instead of fish was that the
process used no chemicals and the onky
waste was from the I‘il"lp-

The seven-hectare farm employs 350
peaple,

[ Plessis sabd an important part of
their business was research and they
were currently cxperimenting with put-
ting ahabone inko the sea in areas w
it did not ocenr before,

Do aadTacdnlon s




